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e SARDA SCIENCE COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), SANGAMNER-422605

RED SILK COTTON TREE

Scientific name: Bombax ceiba L. Synonym: - Salmalia malabarica (DC.) Schott & End].
Family: - Bombacaceae Vernacular name: Sabar, Shalmali Flowering period: April-October
Key Characters:

Trees, 20—30 m tall; trunk buttressed. Leaves 12—15 cm long, 5—7—foliolate; leaflets 5-17 x 1.5-4.5
cm, apex caudate, cuspidate or acuminate, base acute, entire. Flowers 6—8 cm long, 12-15 cm
across, red, solitary, paired or clustered near ends of leafless branchlets. Capsules 10—13 c¢m long,
ovoid—oblong, loculicidal, 5—locular. Seeds 0.9 cm long, numerous, ovoid, packed in white cotton.

Distribution: Indo-Malaysia origin

Uses: The bark is used in Ayurvedic medicine to treat piles, skin diseases, and biliousness.
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